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Travel Time Analysis for Changes in where Cardiac Surgery takes
place in Greater Manchester and East Cheshire

What is changing?

Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust provides specialist cardiac surgery for
adults across Greater Manchester and East Cheshire.

Before Covid, this surgery happened at two hospitals: Manchester Royal Infirmary
and Wythenshawe Hospital. During Covid, the service was moved to Wythenshawe
Hospital so that care could continue safely in an emergency.

Cardiac surgery is still taking place at Wythenshawe Hospital now. We now need to
decide whether this should stay the same for the future.

This document looks at how the change affects patients, especially how long it takes
people to travel to hospital. It will help us understand whether making Wythenshawe
Hospital the permanent site for cardiac surgery is the right thing to do.



Before Covid: cardiac surgery was provided at MRI and Wythenshawe Hospital




Now: cardiac surgery is provided at Wythenshawe Hospital only
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Who may be affected?

This change may affect adults across Greater Manchester and East Cheshire who
need specialist cardiac surgery.

It may also affect families, carers and friends who support people before, during and
after their hospital treatment.

The biggest impact is likely to be on people who need to travel to Wythenshawe
Hospital for surgery, especially those who rely on public transport or live further away
from Wythenshawe.



What is not changing?

Patients would still be able to have some appointments at their local network hospital
before and after surgery. This means not all care would need to take place at
Manchester Royal Infirmary.

How we looked at journey times

To help show what this could mean for patients, we looked at example journeys from
well-known places across Greater Manchester and East Cheshire. These places are
examples of where patients may travel from.

e Dbycar

e by public transport

e arriving at 9am, when roads and public transport are usually busier
e arriving at 12pm, when they are usually quieter

What we found

The impact on travel times is not the same everywhere. It depends on where people
live and how they travel.

e By car: For many areas, the difference is small. Some journeys are shorter,
especially from the south of Greater Manchester and parts of East Cheshire.
Some journeys are longer, particularly from more central and northern areas,
but the change is often only a few minutes.

e By public transport: More places have longer journeys to Wythenshawe
than to MRI. This is mainly because MRI is closer to the city centre and easier
to reach by public transport from many areas. The biggest increases are likely
to affect people travelling from central and northern parts of Greater
Manchester.

Where travel gets easier

Travel is easier for some people, mainly those living closer to Wythenshawe
Hospital. This includes parts of East Cheshire, Stockport, Trafford, Wigan and
Bolton, where some car journeys are shorter than they would have been to MRI. A
small number of public transport journeys are also shorter, particularly from places
closer to Wythenshawe or with more direct links to south Manchester.

This means some patients, particularly those in the south, would find it easier to get
to care.

Where things stay about the same

For many places, especially by car, the difference is small. Some journeys are the
same or only a few minutes longer or shorter. This means that, for some patients, the
move to Wythenshawe may not make a big difference to how long it takes to get to
hospital.



Where travel gets longer

Travel is longer for some people, particularly those using public transport. The
biggest increases are generally from central, northern and eastern parts of
Greater Manchester, including parts of Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford,
Tameside, Stockport and Wigan. This is because MR is closer to the city centre
and is easier to reach by public transport from many areas.

Overall conclusion

Overall, the travel impact is mixed. The change does not mean that everyone will
have longer journeys. Instead, it changes who may find it easier or harder to get to
hospital.

In general, travel is easier for people in the south and west of Greater Manchester
and parts of East Cheshire. Travel is more difficult for some people in central,
northern and eastern areas, especially those who rely on public transport.

For many people travelling by car, journey times are unchanged or only slightly
different. Public transport shows a more mixed picture, with some shorter journeys
but also some longer journeys.

Overall, the analysis does not show a major drop in access across the whole area.
However, the longer journeys in some places, particularly for public transport users
in central and northern communities, need to be understood through consultation. It
will be important to hear directly from patients, families and carers about what the
change means for them.



Data Tables showing journey times

The journey times in this document are examples. They are based on well-known landmarks across Greater Manchester and East
Cheshire, not individual home addresses.

To understand what this might mean for you, look for the landmark that is closest to where you live, or one that is in a similar area.
Your own journey may be shorter or longer depending on exactly where you live, how you travel, traffic, public transport routes, and
the time of day.

These examples are intended to give a general idea of how travel times may change across different areas. They should not be
used as an exact journey time for every patient.

How to read the Difference column: The Difference column shows whether the journey to Wythenshawe Hospital may be longer,
shorter or about the same compared with the journey to Manchester Royal Infirmary. A Longer means the journey to Wythenshawe
may take more time. ¥ Shorter means the journey to Wythenshawe may take less time. — About the same means there is little or
no difference in journey time.



Car journey times at peak time: MRI compared with Wythenshawe

Table 1 shows how car journey times may have changed for people who might have gone to Manchester Royal Infirmary before
Covid and would now go to Wythenshawe Hospital.

We do not know exactly how patients were sent to either MRI or Wythenshawe Hospital before Covid. We do know that
Wythenshawe Hospital already did at least two thirds of the cardiac surgery in 2021. This means most patients were probably
already going to Wythenshawe.

So, this table does not show the impact for every patient. It shows what the change could mean for people who may previously
have gone to MRI. Some people may have longer journeys, some may have shorter journeys, and many patients may not have
had any change because they were already going to Wythenshawe.

Table 1
Peak time travel by car (Average journey time arriving at
9am)
Borough Landmarks Tm‘éfl(::‘?:;)to \-Ir\;-;t‘lgeell_:lsr;::vtz leferenct:ien:z SR
(mins)

Horwich Heritage Centre 75 65 V¥ Shorter by 10 mins

Bolton Westhoughton Library 70 60 ¥ Shorter by 10 mins
Farnworth Shopping Centre 50 45 ¥ Shorter by 5 mins

Bolton Town Hall 55 50 ¥ Shorter by 5 mins

Robert Peel Statue, Bury Town Centre 60 65 A Longer by 5 mins

Bury Asda Superstore, Radcliffe 55 55 — About the same

Venwood FC, Prestwich 35 55 A Longer by 20 mins

Top Mill Park, Shuttleworth, Ramsbottom 55 60 A Longer by 5 mins

East Macclesfield District General Hospital 65 45 ¥ Shorter by 20 mins
Cheshire | Crewe Town Square 85 55 ¥ Shorter by 30 mins




Borough

Landmarks

Peak time travel by car (Average journey time arriving at

Travel time to
MRI (mins)

9am)

Travel time to
Wythenshawe
(mins)

Difference in journey
time

Parkgate Industrial Estate, Knutsford 60 28 V¥ Shorter by 32 mins
Summerfield Village Centre, Wilmslow 50 28 V¥ Shorter by 22 mins
Congleton Leisure Centre 75 55 ¥ Shorter by 20 mins
North Manchester General Hospital 28 55 A Longer by 27 mins
Manchester Piccadilly Station 7 40 A Longer by 33 mins
Manchester | New Smithfield Market, Openshaw 20 45 A Longer by 25 mins
Alexandra Park, Moss Side 18 24 A Longer by 6 mins
Forum Centre, Wythenshawe 45 12 V¥ Shorter by 33 mins
Failsworth Pole 35 45 A Longer by 10 mins

Sl The Spindles, Oldham Town Centre 50 55 A Longer by 5 mins
The Big Lamp Roundabout, Shaw 55 60 A Longer by 5 mins

Delph High Street 65 65 — About the same

Middleton Shopping Centre 45 50 A Longer by 5 mins
Heywood Civic 65 60 ¥ Shorter by 5 mins

Rochdale -

Fireground, Rochdale 65 60 ¥ Shorter by 5 mins
Littleborough Train Station 75 80 A Longer by 5 mins
Little Hulton District Centre 55 50 ¥ Shorter by 5 mins
Tesco Extra, Irlam 40 35 ¥ Shorter by 5 mins

Salford Swinton Square, Swinton 35 40 A Longer by 5 mins
Salford Royal Hospital, Little Bolton 30 28 ¥ Shorter by 2 mins
Peninsula Stadium, Kersal 35 45 A Longer by 10 mins




Borough

Landmarks

Peak time travel by car (Average journey time arriving at

Travel time to
MRI (mins)

Wythenshawe

9am)
Travel time to

Difference in journey
time

(mins)

Stockport County FC, Edgeley 40 24 V¥ Shorter by 16 mins
Brinnington Park Leisure Complex 40 26 V¥ Shorter by 14 mins
Stockport - : : .
Romiley Train Station 45 40 ¥ Shorter by 5 mins
Stockport Market Hall 35 26 V¥ Shorter by 9 mins
Spar, Buckton Vale Road, Carrbrook 55 55 — About the same
. Clarenden Square, Hyde 40 40 — About the same
Tameside - -
Audenshaw Reservoir 30 40 A Longer by 10 mins
Ashton Market, Ashton-under-Lyne 40 45 A Longer by 5 mins
Partington Shopping Centre 45 35 V¥ Shorter by 10 mins
Teafford Eir;c;rgr\:\(;c;oga(;?mmumty Wellbeing Centre, 50 14 ¥ Shorter by 36 mins
Old Trafford Cricket Ground 22 24 A Longer by 2 mins
Stretford Public Hall 24 24 — About the same
The Common, Tyldesley 60 50 ¥ Shorter by 10 mins
Wigan Wigan Town Hall 70 65 ¥ Shorter by 5 mins
Robin Retail Park 70 60 V¥ Shorter by 10 mins
Tesco Extra, Leigh 65 60 ¥ Shorter by 5 mins
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Car journey times at off peak time: MRI compared with Wythenshawe

Table 2 shows how car journey times may have changed for patients who might previously have travelled to Manchester Royal
Infirmary for cardiac surgery, but would now travel to Wythenshawe Hospital.

This table looks at journeys during a quieter part of the day, based on arriving for a 12pm appointment. This helps show whether
the impact is different when roads are less busy.

As with Table 1, we do not know exactly how patients were allocated to MRI or Wythenshawe Hospital before Covid. We do know
that Wythenshawe Hospital already carried out at least two thirds of cardiac surgery activity in 2021, so many patients may already
have been travelling to Wythenshawe.

This means the table does not show the impact for every patient. It shows what the change could mean for people who may
previously have gone to MRI. A Longer means the journey to Wythenshawe may take more time. ¥ Shorter means the journey to
Wythenshawe may take less time. — About the same means there is little or no difference in journey time.

Table 2
Off peak time travel by car (Average journey time arriving at
12pm)
Travel time to U] e Ue
Borough Landmarks : Wythenshawe  Difference in journey time
MRI (mins) .
(mins)
Horwich Heritage Centre 45 45 — About the same
Bolt Westhoughton Library 35 40 A Longer by 5 mins
olton .
Farnworth Shopping Centre 30 35 A Longer by 5 mins
Bolton Town Hall 40 40 — About the same
Robert Peel Statue, Bury Town Centre 45 45 — About the same
B Asda Superstore, Radcliffe 40 40 — About the same
u ,
© Venwood FC, Prestwich 26 40 A Longer by 14 mins
Top Mill Park, Shuttleworth, Ramsbottom 40 40 — About the same
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Borough

Landmarks

Off peak time travel by car (Average journey time arriving at

Travel time to
MRI (mins)

12pm)

Travel time to

Wythenshawe

Difference in journey time

(mins)

Macclesfield District General Hospital 50 40 V¥ Shorter by 10 mins
Crewe Town Square 60 50 ¥ Shorter by 10 mins
ChEeishtire Parkgate Industrial Estate, Knutsford 45 28 V¥ Shorter by 17 mins
Summerfield Village Centre, Wilmslow 35 24 V¥ Shorter by 11 mins
Congleton Leisure Centre 55 50 V¥ Shorter by 5 mins
North Manchester General Hospital 24 40 A Longer by 16 mins
Manchester Piccadilly Station 7 28 A Longer by 21 mins
Manchester | New Smithfield Market, Openshaw 16 35 A Longer by 19 mins
Alexandra Park, Moss Side 14 20 A Longer by 6 mins
Forum Centre, Wythenshawe 26 10 V¥ Shorter by 16 mins
Failsworth Pole 24 28 A Longer by 4 mins
oldham The Spindles, Oldham Town Centre 40 40 — About the same
The Big Lamp Roundabout, Shaw 40 40 — About the same
Delph High Street 45 45 — About the same
Middleton Shopping Centre 30 35 A Longer by 5 mins
Heywood Civic 40 40 — About the same
Rochdale -
Fireground, Rochdale 45 45 — About the same
Littleborough Train Station 55 55 — About the same
Little Hulton District Centre 35 40 A Longer by 5 mins
Salford Tesco Extra, Irlam 30 30 — About the same
Swinton Square, Swinton 26 30 A Longer by 4 mins
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Off peak time travel by car (Average journey time arriving at

12pm)
. . Traveltimeto
Borough Landmarks UERT t|r_ne L Wythenshawe  Difference in journey time
MRI (mins) :
(mins)
Salford Royal Hospital, Little Bolton 20 24 A Longer by 4 mins
Peninsula Stadium, Kersal 24 40 A Longer by 16 mins
Stockport County FC, Edgeley 28 20 ¥ Shorter by 8 mins
Brinnington Park Leisure Complex 26 20 ¥ Shorter by 6 mins
Stockport ; X ; i
Romiley Train Station 30 26 V¥ Shorter by 4 mins
Stockport Market Hall 28 20 V¥ Shorter by 8 mins
Spar, Buckton Vale Road, Carrbrook 40 40 — About the same
. Clarenden Square, Hyde 26 26 — About the same
Tameside - -
Audenshaw Reservoir 22 26 A Longer by 4 mins
Ashton Market, Ashton-under-Lyne 28 28 — About the same
Partington Shopping Centre 35 28 V¥ Shorter by 7 mins

Broomwood Community Wellbeing Centre,

Trafford Timperley East 35 12 V¥ Shorter by 23 mins
Old Trafford Cricket Ground 16 22 A Longer by 6 mins
Stretford Public Hall 18 20 A Longer by 2 mins
The Common, Tyldesley 35 40 A Longer by 5 mins
. Wigan Town Hall 45 45 — About the same
Wigan : :
Robin Retail Park 45 45 — About the same
Tesco Extra, Leigh 40 45 A Longer by 5 mins
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Public Transport journey times at off peak time: MRI compared with Wythenshawe

Table 3 shows how public transport journey times may have changed for patients who might previously have travelled to
Manchester Royal Infirmary for cardiac surgery, but would now travel to Wythenshawe Hospital.

This table looks at journeys during a quieter part of the day, based on the quickest available public transport journey. It helps show
how the change may affect people who do not travel by car, or who rely on buses, trams or trains to get to hospital.

As with the car journey tables, we do not know exactly how patients were allocated to MRI or Wythenshawe Hospital before Covid.
We do know that Wythenshawe Hospital already carried out at least two thirds of cardiac surgery activity in 2021, so many patients
may already have been travelling to Wythenshawe.

This means the table does not show the impact for every patient. It shows what the change could mean for people who may
previously have gone to MRI. A Longer means the journey to Wythenshawe may take more time. ¥ Shorter means the journey to
Wythenshawe may take less time. — About the same means there is little or no difference in journey time.

Table 3

Travel time by public transport (quickest journey option)

Travel time to

Landmarks ULl tirT1e to MRl Wythenshawe Differenc'e In journey
(mins) (mins) time

Horwich Heritage Centre 73 108 A Longer by 35 mins

Sl Westhoughton Library 56 83 A Longer by 27 mins
Farnworth Shopping Centre 53 80 A Longer by 27 mins

Bolton Town Hall 43 74 A Longer by 31 mins

Robert Peel Statue, Bury Town Centre 64 90 A Longer by 26 mins

Bury Asda Superstore, Radcliffe 65 90 A Longer by 25 mins
Venwood FC, Prestwich 59 86 A Longer by 27 mins
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Borough

Landmarks

Travel time by public transport (quickest journey option)

Travel time to MRI
(mins)

Travel time to
Wythenshawe
(mins)

Difference in journey
time

Top Mill Park, Shuttleworth, Ramsbottom 99 115 A Longer by 16 mins
Macclesfield District General Hospital 70 96 A Longer by 26 mins
Crewe Town Square 75 89 A Longer by 14 mins
Chl:;:tire Parkgate Industrial Estate, Knutsford 97 87 V¥ Shorter by 10 mins
Summerfield Village Centre, Wilmslow 74 55 V¥V Shorter by 19 mins
Congleton Leisure Centre 88 106 A Longer by 18 mins
North Manchester General Hospital 47 84 A Longer by 37 mins
Manchester Piccadilly Station 20 52 A Longer by 32 mins
Manchester | New Smithfield Market, Openshaw 41 86 A Longer by 45 mins
Alexandra Park, Moss Side 23 39 A Longer by 16 mins
Forum Centre, Wythenshawe 52 27 V¥ Shorter by 25 mins
Failsworth Pole 45 80 A Longer by 35 mins
oldham The Spindles, Oldham Town Centre 57 89 A Longer by 32 mins
The Big Lamp Roundabout, Shaw 78 107 A Longer by 29 mins
Delph High Street 75 117 A Longer by 42 mins
Middleton Shopping Centre 48 82 A Longer by 34 mins
Heywood Civic 80 113 A Longer by 33 mins

Rochdale - .
Fireground, Rochdale 52 77 A Longer by 25 mins
Littleborough Train Station 56 82 A Longer by 26 mins
Salford Little Hulton District Centre 68 106 A Longer by 38 mins
Tesco Extra, Irlam 49 86 A Longer by 37 mins
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Borough

Landmarks

Travel time by public transport (quickest journey option)

Travel time to MRI
(mins)

Travel time to
Wythenshawe
(mins)

Difference in journey
time

Swinton Square, Swinton 46 81 A Longer by 35 mins
Salford Royal Hospital, Little Bolton 50 73 A Longer by 23 mins
Peninsula Stadium, Kersal 56 79 A Longer by 23 mins
Stockport County FC, Edgeley 49 67 A Longer by 18 mins
Brinnington Park Leisure Complex 48 84 A Longer by 36 mins
Stockport - - - -
Romiley Train Station 49 86 A Longer by 37 mins
Stockport Market Hall 49 76 A Longer by 27 mins
Spar, Buckton Vale Road, Carrbrook 77 112 A Longer by 35 mins
. Clarenden Square, Hyde 58 103 A Longer by 45 mins
Tameside - -
Audenshaw Reservoir 57 102 A Longer by 45 mins
Ashton Market, Ashton-under-Lyne 56 88 A Longer by 32 mins
Partington Shopping Centre 64 71 A Longer by 7 mins
o _I?irr(:]cr))r:rl\/\::’oEda;:tommunlty Wellbeing Centre, 65 55 ¥ Shorter by 40 mins
Old Trafford Cricket Ground 30 44 A Longer by 14 mins
Stretford Public Hall 36 49 A Longer by 13 mins
The Common, Tyldesley 71 111 A Longer by 40 mins
Wigan Wigan Town Hall 61 90 A Longer by 29 mins
Robin Retail Park 77 104 A Longer by 27 mins
Tesco Extra, Leigh 72 104 A Longer by 32 mins
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